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Church worship resources 

We’ve all become much more aware in recent years of just how much trade matters to our daily lives. We’ve become very aware of how many jobs, government policies, the goods we buy and services we enjoy are linked to trade – both here in the UK, and in countries right around the world. 
We can think about trade in (at least) two ways. 
First, trade is a way for everyone to have better lives. Without trade, we could not eat bananas, or drink coffee, for example. Without trade, many jobs would simply not exist. Trade is cooperation, and partnership that helps us all.
The second point about trade is that it is a tough business. Negotiations are hard fought. No-one wants to come out with a bad deal. To “arm wrestle” successfully in trade negotiations, you need big economic and political muscles. 
So, when trading with poorer communities around the world, it is right to ask two questions. 
· First, who’s got the power? Or, if you like, who’s got the biggest muscles?
· Second, are those we trade with opponents and competitors – or friends and partners? 
This year the Fairtrade Foundation puts the spotlight on the Côte d’Ivoire (Ivory Coast), the world’s biggest cocoa producer. Four million people across Cote d’Ivoire grow cocoa, much of which comes to the UK. And yet, shockingly, 60 percent of all cocoa farmers live below the United Nations poverty line of just £1.47 per day. 
Who’s got the power in this trading relationship? It isn’t the farmers. 

More links and information
· Visit fairtrade.org.uk/fortnight for more activity ideas and resources to get involved in Fairtrade Fortnight. 
· You’ll find a powerpoint presentation to accompany this pack, more information about our new Living Income campaign.
· Order a free event pack, petition postcards, leaflets and more from shop.fairtrade.org.uk.  

Thanks to Tim Aldred for producing this resource for Fairtrade Fortnight 2019.
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ALL AGE WORSHIP presentation
Introductory note for leaders 
This all-age presentation could work on its own as part of a service or in a small group. It has been designed to work alongside the lectionary readings for the 24th February or 3rd March 2019 or to work on its own (please also see the downloadable sermon notes). These resources are meant as a starting point, not the last word! Please adapt the materials freely for your own church context. It could work well to follow the presentation and discussion with a time of intercessory prayer.
The presentation needs a leader, three “actors/readers” and a reader for the Bible reading. First of all, we hear from two ‘foreigners’ living in land controlled by the tribes of Israel at some point after Moses. The foreigners have the right to be treated fairly, because of the Mosaic law, despite a number of reasons why this might not be expected. Secondly, we hear from a Fairtrade farmer in Cote d’Ivoire.  Ebrottié Tanoh Florentin is a real farmer, who Fairtrade interviewed in 2018. Although Ebrottié’s situation is very different, many millions of people like him who grow our food often are not treated fairly today. So God’s consistent call to treat the poor with justice should still challenge us. 

All age church presentation: 
Leader: Today is (the start of) Fairtrade Fortnight. Why is Fairtrade something that we are talking about in church? This morning we are going to meet some Fairtrade cocoa farmers and find out more about the challenges they face. 
But first, we’re going to travel back in time. We’re travelling back thousands of years, to the time before Jesus was born. We’re going to imagine what it might have been like to be poor at that time. I’d like you to meet Puabi and Ninos, a very poor husband and wife who might have come from Assyria, an ancient country which covered places like Syria, Lebanon and Iraq today.

Puabi: My name is Puabi. I was born in Assyria, into a very poor family. My husband Ninos and I have never had any land of our own. We’ve always had to go from place to place, looking for work.
Ninos: It’s a hard life, ours. You never know from day to day whether you’ll be offered work. Even when you are hired for the day, the farmers cheat you as often as not. 
Puabi: They pay you late or not at all. If we’re not paid fairly, we don’t have enough to eat. Many a night we’ve gone to sleep hungry.
Ninos: They do understand, but they just don’t care!
Puabi: But Ninos - it is better since we came to the lands of the tribes of Israel. They’ve got a law which say we must be paid a fair wage, and paid on time each day.
Ninos: That’s true Puabi, it is better here. They’ve got other laws to protect foreigners like us – it is part of their religion, I think. It’s strange, my people have fought wars with them over the years. And we follow the god Baal, not the God of Israel. But they still treat us fairly.

Leader: In the Old Testament, the Bible says that Moses was given a set of rules by God. They cover a lot of different things, including laws to protect poor people and foreigners. Here is one of those laws which could have made a difference to people like Puabi and Ninos:

Reader: Do not take advantage of a hired worker who is poor and needy, whether that worker is a fellow Israelite or a foreigner residing in one of your towns. Pay them their wages each day before sunset, because they are poor and are counting on it. (Deuteronomy 24:14-15 - NIV)

Leader: This law would have been hard for people to follow. The farmers who had to pay the wages were often very poor themselves. Ninos and Puabi also followed a different religion and many times the tribes of Israel fought wars with neighbouring countries. Although it could have been hard, the rules that Moses wrote down said that treating everyone fairly, whatever your differences, was an important part of serving God. 
Now let’s come back to the present day, and meet a farmer called Ebrottié Tanoh Florentin from a country in Africa called Cote d’Ivoire. Cote d’Ivoire is the biggest grower of cocoa in the world! If you like eating chocolate, you will have probably eaten cocoa grown in Cote D’Ivoire.  (These are some extracts from an interview that Ebrottié gave to the Fairtrade Foundation last year.)

Ebrottié: My name is Ebrottié Tanoh Florentin. I am a cocoa farmer. I am married and I have six children.
The cocoa prices are disastrous… you end up after costs with around £811 for the year. When a farmer gets up in the morning, he is always worried: how will he be able to feed and take care of his family? How can he send his children to school? 
It is going to be difficult to pay for their school and medical care. A child needs protection and rights. Before, this protection did not exist, but now, with Fairtrade, the situation has improved. A child is entitled to have access to education, health, protection and food. 

Leader: When Fairtrade spoke to Ebrottié he was especially worried about climate change.
Ebrottié: Before, there were a lot of forests, the rains were regular and the seasons were well divided. It was easier… now we don’t know any more when we should plant and when we should stop. Climate change has an impact on crops which results in less money and food available.
Leader: Let’s hear some final words from Ebrottié,
Ebrottié: Now we are in the Fairtrade project, we have access to training. Someone who is trained is someone that can decide. So today, the training that Fairtrade provides gives us knowledge about plant diseases and how to improve our productivity. 
There are 5 million farmers in the Ivory Coast who suffer, who struggle to survive. There is no minimum income. If someone does not have the money to survive, what can he do? If the situation does not change, I think people will stop cocoa farming because the incomes are too low
If the consumers are satisfied but the farmers suffer, the future is very uncertain.

Leader: I wonder what you notice, listening to Ebrottié? Listening to him, I understand better how hard it is for many farmers who grow food that we eat every day. 60 percent of all cocoa farmers in Côte d’Ivoire live below the United Nations poverty line, which is just £1.47 per day. 
Although it is thousands of years after the Old Testament, it looks like it matters just as much today that we treat the people who grow our food fairly, even though, like Ebrottié, they might live far away in another country.
Did you notice Ebrottié explaining how Fairtrade had been improving things? When we buy Fairtrade chocolate, it means that extra money, called a Fairtrade premium, goes to the farmers. This year Fairtrade will be increasing the prices that are paid to farmers, to make even more of a difference. Fairtrade helps in other ways too, supporting farmers on the ground with training and advice. That all happens when people like you and me choose to buy Fairtrade. 
Changing things for cocoa farmers in Cote d’Ivoire is not easy, and will take time and effort. But we can all help. We can think carefully about what we buy, and whether it has been produced fairly. We can tell businesses and government that we want trade to be fair. And we can pray for ourselves and for all the people around the world who grow our food, who make our clothes, or produce other things that we consume. 
I hope you’ve enjoyed meeting Ebrottié this morning, and also our Old Testament friends Puabi and Ninos.



[bookmark: Lectionary]Lectionary readings
Sunday 24 February (7th Sunday after epiphany)
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· 
2
· Genesis 45:3-11, 15
· Psalm 37:1-11; 39-40
· Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50
· Luke 6:27-38


Today’s readings invite us to reflect on restoring relationships and on God’s counter-intuitive Reign where weakness becomes strength. 
In Luke 6, Jesus calls us to “love our enemies”. He calls us to love even those who we are in conflict with, even those who have harmed us. And, in Genesis 45, we read about the reconciliation of Joseph and his brothers who had sold him into slavery. God gives Joseph strength to forgive the unforgivable, turning a great wrong into a profound blessing. 
“Loving our enemies” deepens the topsy-turvy narrative of Luke 6, and echoed in today’s Psalm – that the hungry will be satisfied, that those who are poor will possess the kingdom of God and that the “meek will inherit the land” (Psalm 37:11). Saint Paul, in 1 Corinthians 15, goes further: for Paul, this “topsy-turvy” Reign is true even at the end of life, where what is “sown in weakness” is “raised in power”.
If we are called to love those who have wronged us, then what about those who have not wronged us, but over whom we have power? We have power over people in Cote d’Ivoire, through our trading relationship with them – they grow the food that we eat, day by day. Is this trading relationship also a relationship of love?
We have the power of our wallets. We can choose a relationship of love when we buy in ways which are fair, which help to rebalance the scales of trade. We have the power of citizens. We can choose a relationship of love by telling our politicians that we want to see living incomes for everyone we trade with. We have the power of refusing to exert power. We can choose a relationship of love when we refuse to accept trade which exploits others.
But is Jesus right that our “reward will be great” for choosing a relationship of love? Our readings point to emotional and spiritual benefits. Joseph’s forgiveness of his brothers brought restoration in his own life. Jesus tells us that loving our enemies is how we will be children of God. When we think about trade, there are other “rewards” too! Cote d’Ivoire is vulnerable to climate change. If farmers don’t have the money to invest in adapting to climate change, then cocoa becomes harder to grow and more expensive. Paying fair prices to farmers now keeps our shopping bill down in the future! In our interconnected world, we cannot isolate ourselves from the damage we do to others. But, relationships of love connect us and build up our common life.


Sunday 3 March 2019 (transfiguration sunday)
· 
· Exodus 34:29-35 
· Psalm 99; 
· 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2
· Luke 9:28-36


At first sight, Transfiguration Sunday does not link easily to the real world, hard-edged issues of trade, business, and Fairtrade Fortnight. Moses in Exodus 34, and then Jesus in Luke 9 withdraw to be in secret, in mountain heights away from the crowd. There, “behind the veil” as Saint Paul might put it, there is a profound encounter with God, worshipping “at His holy mountain” (Psalm 99:9).
Prayer and action are of course intrinsically linked in scripture, so what “real world” issues pivot around these sacred moments? In Moses’ case, out of his encounter with God came a set of laws to support the emerging nation in religious and community life. The law was radical in its demands to uphold the rights of the poor. For example, employers are told not to “withhold the wages of poor and needy labourers” (Deuteronomy 24:14) and market traders must “not cheat in measuring length, weight, or quantity. You shall have honest balances, honest weights” (Leviticus 19:35). Born in prayer and encounter with God, what emerged was a step change in equitable treatment for the poor and marginalised.
Luke’s transfiguration narrative comes relatively early in Jesus’ ministry. It precedes much of Jesus’ active ministry of preaching and healing. It is also the first moment when, on the mountaintop, we first hear that Jesus is heading for Jerusalem, and that this will be where Jesus will “accomplish” his “departure”. In the passages which follow immediately on, Jesus does not, unlike Moses, set in place a set of laws. He asks for a deeper overturning of priorities. God’s reign of peace and justice comes through service, love, and a willingness if necessary to bear suffering. Again, from this apparently secret, private moment flows action and inspiration. 
As we meet to worship on Transfiguration Sunday, where might our encounter with God today take us?
Perhaps, like Moses, to act on the way we run our society: to work for, and live out laws and behaviours which protect and build up those who are poor or marginalised. 
Perhaps, like Jesus, to take up a life of ministry and service to others. Where we’re ready to love our neighbours, whether at home or abroad, even when doing so is tough and painful.
Fairtrade Fortnight gives us one way to respond to a call like this. By using the power of our wallets we can choose to use fair weights and measures when we trade with people far poorer than us, and to take a practical step towards human rights for the workers growing our food. By using our power as citizens we can choose to tell our politicians that we want to see living incomes for everyone we trade with. These may be unfashionable, or unpopular stands to take at a time when there are concerns closer to home. In worship, we stand before God on the mountaintop. How will our encounter with God inspire us?  


[bookmark: _GoBack]Interactive option for informal worship or small groups
Present the interviews with Puabi, Ninos and Ebrottié, and also the Bible reading, and then discuss some or all of the following questions in small groups (use your own questions if you prefer). You may find it useful to share some of the main Fairtrade Fortnight materials with the group.
· What strikes you about the life that foreigners like Puabi and Ninos might have had in Old Testament times? What difficulties would they have faced? How did the law of Moses help?

· How challenging would this law have been for a farm owner, employing workers like Puabi and Ninos? Why might this have been the case? 


· Are there any similarities between the lives of cocoa farmers in developing countries and poor workers in Old Testament times? What is similar and what is different?

· What does the presentation make you think or feel about your own relationship to farmers like Ebrottié who we rely on to grow much of the food we eat?


· What are some of the actions your church already takes to support farmers like Ebrottié? Are you or have you considered becoming a Fairtrade church? What other ideas for action do the Fairtrade Fortnight materials suggest you could take? 

· You may want to write some prayers based on these readings and stories as part of your intercessions.
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